‘Dumb’ role,
smart career

BY LISA ARCELLA

SECUL PO T MERS
off Daniels has been in sedous films
like. “The Hours" and “Terms of
Endearment,” but he zavs he'll abvays
be remembered a5 the stupid sidekick
im o clpssic Jim Carrey comedy.

“The guy onthe toilet in Thamb & Dumber. Tt
will be on my tomhbstone,” a lsughing Daniels
teetls the Diatly Mews,

“There wene peopde who 1edd me Dwoold end
my career by doing that movie, but my agent
gaid 1 should do it if 1 wanied to shake things
up,” adds the wersatile acior, who stars this
weal in a TV remeke of “The Goodbye Gir."

*Clint Easraood said thet he hnd seen me &0
“2 Dipys in the Valey™ and “Dumb & Dumber”
and said, *If vou can do two things that different,

ML CHD do anything.' He cast me as a killer i
“Blood Worle™

Sowhat abon that losg-rumored “Dumb 8
Dspnber” sequel? (A prequel, “Dunth & Dumb-
orer: When Haery Met Lioyd™ was released last
year)

Daniels says if it comes together, count him

“T loved worklng with Jim, and af the end
of the day, it mekes people laugh. It's equal
to anything else [ have ever dope,” adds the
actor, who, in spite of Hving in o tny tosm in
Michigan. has managed to have n secoessiul,
2-pear movie career.

In "The Goadiyys Girl™ remalke, niring Friday
on ‘TNT. Daniels ploys atrugpling Mew York
actor Elliat — the 1977 role that won Richad
Dreyifuss an Oscar

Patricia Heaton from “Everybody Loves
Rayvmond™ sieps into Marsha Mason's shoes
o play Paula, the washed-up, divoresd dances
with a sicnues duughies

Daniels, who tums 48 next month, owade
his maork in “Terms of Endearment” (1883),
playing Debra Winger's hapless  straying
hushand, Flap-

He followed that with Woody Allen's “The
Purple Rose of Caivo™ (1885), which he nomes
&% one of hig favorite s — he even named
his ik
I the mowis-within-a-movie, Danlels plays the
dashing hero who pops off the theater sereen 1o
wo film fan Ceeilin, played by Wiz Farrow,

“Somelhingg Wikd" (1956) featured Dangels —
the gtuck-in-n-rof businessmian jotted owt of his
humadram life by the wild and sexy Lok, played
by Melanie Griffith — handcuffed {o a bed in
ome particularly unleashed scene.

Daniels — who's been married nearly 25
yenrs and kas 3 children —minned Lo MNew York
City to pursue acting at the age of 21, And he
snys he sl misses “everything aboul the elte,
the delis and diners. 117s hard to get a good bagel
in Chelsea Mich_

“But | also fust hove the sireets. One of my
Favorite tines was when it would soow and you
could walls throawgh the streats,

“I know it's & very WoodyAllenvision,
but I think it can be the
miosd romantic
place in the world
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