7 oung, impadient,; with a Laste far
danger, maee than anything our

B leading man wanis 1o play
hockey. Suddenty, during & high-school
gama, tha dream is cut short when in
el haarl-wrenching sacaond, acrashio
the ice breaks his arm and. along with il
Al hopes of ever playing the spon pro-
tessionally. Hecan recoegr froam the bro
ken arm, but vall he evar Inumpsh ower a
prokan Spiri’Y Sodend ke thie phod of the
next Bral Pack fHek® Actually, it 3 pre-
cisaly how the career of Richard Daan
Andersan first Degan

A1 that unexpesiod moment, “Ricky
Dean,” as he's known o his frends; re-
alizad his Mo woubd ke & différant
path: he would become an actor, Mow
a5 the star of the top-rafed “MacGywer
Anderson realizes that this twist of fate
vias a miomdnd of good luck. Indead, in
hig ming there 1s a claar corrsdathon ba-
tegen the two professons 1 think of
eciing B8 an extension of my child-
hood ™ he sxplaing. “Tha trick i% Aok o
loge e fascinaltion with ihe gamea
Oz that's gane, vou can'y food any
body 2ny mons_"

"lacGyver” s linally ooming o ils
OARIN O DElenisann F'lﬂgu?ﬂ last year oy
scheduling problems, the show, in ks
spcond Season, S now a ratings grab-
ber for grateful third-place network
AEC, Crillcs have bean friendly foo,
praising the show for tempering adwens
lure with sensilivitby. The NMew York Fost
e sald, "Yas. there 5 inI|'-II|!._|¢"'I Il
Of prame-rirme L'

Linkike the Rambo genre of all-brawn
no-hrain heroes, MecGyver actually
doesn’t enjoy hurfing peopls. Inshasd
o shooting semebaody, this guy starts
thinking,” Anderson says ol his charas
iar In fact, MacGywar raredy, if ever, gar
s A gun and always manages 10 kind
ihe clewer way oul of g sticky situation
wilh Scigntific mganuily rather than vio
lance. For example, MacGywer once
rigoed & car phone o 2 phone Boolh

iy Lisa Arcello

and, by remode contral, locked the car
dodes and :ifr'll'l"-E'ﬂ the ignition, rap-
ping the criminals in ha car 11 could
IEal':,' work, oa: the stunts are often
testiad for auinenticity

FHichard Dean s own lace ol male pos-
turineg made hirm an aasy chaica for the
role, Execulive PrC=OUCETS Henry | The
Fonz) Winkksr and Jahn Bich réacall 1has
the first 1h mg Anderson did whnen he
cams in 1o 1&s1 for the pan wes 10 23k i
anyone minded if he kapd hes glasseson
while hee rpsd the soripl. “Henry 2and |1
inoked at eacholher,™ says Rich, ~ After
SEEING S0 many macho ypes we appre-
clated his willingnese to show avulnera-
blay it o Pl

If Ancderson is vulnerable now, it's o
Rig cresdin, Tor hes had s ohare ol hand
knocks. His slarving actor stinl ran the
gamul: ha wak & Los Amjelas siraed
singer and mima, and avan a Marine-
land performer. He actually stobd on a
platform with a fish in his teeih wailing
foar & whale i leap up snd areb it from
hi=s mouth. At last, he bacame Dr. Jaff
Wishber on “Genargl Hospital.” Then
afiar five years and withaut Ihe prospact
ol other -F.‘:'!'I|.‘:w'l.‘.‘-:|-=1"|E!."'I e gl e soan
bacausa he falt his character was baing
feg ecied. Pome-time lobiowed, bul his
firat two vehicles, "Seven Brides for
Sevan Brolkses™ and “Emarald Paint
M.AS.," warme QuUICKEy cancelled

With “MacGyver” Came recognilion
and 15-hour work days—eomathing he
finds somewfud o 2 miked blessing
The obligatory partying and public ap-
poarancas hat coms with prime-time
prominence ame not to ks Bking. Mor is
lass firmas with his current lowve, aclress
Sela Ward, last seen opposilte Tom
Hanks n Modfing & Comman

The twao mat a few yaars back whike
D|.':l:|-""|5| Erother &nd sister on “Emerald
Point.'” but now the demands ol
Richand's show mean they ane resigned
to being & weakend coupla. Thair mod
gl apartmenis ane around e comer

rgem @ach aiher in Wesi Holhywood, and
although Richard says, “'Ws have a
wianderiul relatiionship, " ke shill iBnt
regdy 1o taka 1he maftrimonial lgap

This reficence nolwithstanding,
Richasd Dean Anderscn isn't usually
alraid (o la=e chances. Allar his hockey
accident, he kit his artist mother ang
jar: bassis] father &f the age of 17 1o
travel across Canada on a 6,000-miks
LIII.'“:.II:|E e withi friends E".'E'I'I'ZIJE":.‘ red-
ing for 33 days alone—an expersence
he says laugl him disciplne and, o
1o gat myself through life.”

Aler siedying acling m callege, he
moved (o San Francisco's Haight
Aghbury during the Sixties. and alk-
{riawgh his higpie days ane 0ol &n & he
readily lises io1alk aboul, e does admil
10 having hair doven 1o the migddle of has
back and & Fu-Menchu musiache—not
wraGily the mage hiechooses 1o praject
joday

Higs lowe ol sporis, espetially hockey,
HFDEE'E o the campstitive side of his
nature. And although ha'll never play
the Qame professio "E||}'. ne has made i
an imporian? part of his day-io-day Ile
On TECCHEY e can even wax philosophi-
cals: “'It's an agorassand sporl, bul
I;-'Hl':l":|u| withan slement of dancer’s im-
prowisation.” Anderson has warmed up
with the New York Hangers in (heir
home turf of Madison Square Garden
and was even named an honorary
Ranger. Bul if's playing on a charity
lEgm 1hal includes 1gliow aclors Alan
Thicke, Michasd J. Fox and Michasl
Keabon (hal sesms 1o give him the most
|y

Only a child would seerm o maka this
charmed life more exciting. and having
childran = someth ng Hichard Dean
Anderson wants very much. Al 37, he
ezlg I|.l"|'|r:|:|- betime 13siart Ehinking sei
ously abowul a family. “I'd make 8 greal
lather, he Eays pnbealy He's proba-
blw right, and il might b& an adveniune
ewven MacGywer might envy *







