DAILY & NEWS

RobjLowe battles vampifes in a remake
of "Salem’s Lot’ By LISNARCELLA
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No Lowe-brow

horror,

please

BY LISA ARCELLA

ob Lowe has always seemed like the lik-

able boy-next-door type — from g neigh-

horhood with a remarkebly good gene

pool. So why'is the guy who played “The

West Wing's” nice guy Sam Seaborn now
g0 determined to scare you 1o death?

Loy iz starrng in the two-part THT remake of
Stephen King's “Salem’s Lot,” premiering tonight,
with Donald Sutherland, Andre Braugher, James
Cromwell and Rutger Hauer, He promises that
wiemwars will ba ‘pE[Elﬁ'Ed. :

“It reallty comes down o how you like o be
scared ™ the 42-vear-old actor fells the Deily MNews.
“1 hate bad horror. Hate it But T love good hommor,
1 am an M. MNight Shyamalan [*The Sixth Sense”)
guy, If that's the way vou like your horror, yoo ane
going to love this movie, but if you are looking for
‘Freddic meets Inson' then this isn't going to be for
you.”

Lowe plays Ben Mears, a writer who réturns
home to Maine and the pictoresgue town of
Jerusalem's Lot (called
Saler's Lot by locals),
He's lpoking for the
peaceful existence of
his youth, only to dis-
cover the town is in-
hakited by & vampire
masquerading #% an

‘It was one of the
first books | ever
read and the

movie was one of J:Sntz'gue]&ﬂ dnnlng
a WLOET .
the first things | stephen King was-

o't imvodved in the pro-
ever Betamaxed,' iect. having sold the
rights to his novel,
which was originally
forned dnto & TV movie in 1979 storing David Soul
as Mears.

Lowe says he was a fan of both 1the book-and
the movie. "H was one of the first books | ever read
and the movie wis ong of the frst things | ever Ba-
tamaxed,” he says lavrhing. “Betampxed! That's
how bong apo that was."

The film was a chance for Lowe to worle with
Oonald Sutherland, Father of his ciose friend
Hipfer.

“He is o of my jdols,” Lowe says of the senior
Sutherand. “We did know each other, al not like
[ knew ["Wiest Wing” co-star] Martin Sheen. [ haree
been doing this & long time and T am always excie-
ed to go fo work, bot on the day 1 was going (o
work with Donald 1 was extra pumped.”

The actor is reluctant @ talk about esving "The
West Wing™ over a salary dispuie or last yvear's flop

Rob Lowe and Donabd Sutherlamnd

series “The Lyon's Den” But he says he's ready to
try prime time again with & new CBS madical dra-
ma, “Dr. Vegas," scheduled fo debut in the fall

o] think this zeries s going to be a really
provocative, fun drama. Tt's loosely based on &
house doctor al Caesars Palace, so you can imag-
ine all the stories that go on there | play 8 young,
singhe doctor with a gambling problem,”

Unlike the charming Sam Seaborn, his ness
charncter's gritty atyle {5 a complete departure Tor
Lovre

“I wanled to play & puy who wias a hitle more
fun. a little more wild,” Lowe says. “He's someone
with Aaws, but someone wiho still wants (o ba a
hera to his patients and his fnends.”

The show will do some: fiming in Vegas, but
will b shot for the most part In Los Angeles, Lowe
will commute 186 miles, round trip, to the city
from his home in Santa Barbara, where he lives
with his wife, makeup artist Shervl Berkoff, and
their two sons, Matthew Edward, 11, and John
Crwen,

“It's o oclose to smsll-town ving as 1 con find in
Southern Califormia,” says Lowe, who grew up in
Daybon, (thio. “lt's easier for me to coach Little
League, kncrws everybody, there are peo-
ple from all wall in life and i & the most beawtiful
plice in the world. There's nothing better than tak-
ing my bows flshing off the Santa Barbara piee.” W

“Salem's Lot" premisres tonight at 8 on TNT.
The conciusion alrs Manday night at B,
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