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Professor, mother, grandmother,
cancer survivor—
NJ’s Ernestine Schlant Bradley
is in the running to become America’s
most extraordinary First Lady.

By Lisa Degnen

S ometimes you e heading doen one path @n life when sud.
denly you're mldng an unesmecied and inreresing new road

such was the distiry. of Gemman-bom Emestine Schlant, who nover
mugined that one ty she'd be mnning o become the nest First Lach
al the L%

In 1968, Ermestine was & young dlvoned sigge mother and accom
;'||. ked achialer who spobr e lmnpmpes. She was maldng a8 soooessil
g m the wield of academia when she deoded s bllow the s@rs, In
# Bald move ar the e of 34 she decided o Boooire at s

I chewight mayhe these was o Mmsmaker fiside of me” explions
Emestne, who's slowhy petimnp wsed o betng called M, Trad ey

When | B mme o Amedca | saw the Bopene Ol rl.r\-

¥

The freman Comethe. The fesson ol the play was thar youl can't m 7
should have [Toficaed my dreamsd " B lef 6 deep impeng an me, @0 |
dicider] g e o Bmmaker 1 fred for e yers and discoversd | wasn's
cint o for iz, Thett was also the tme | me Bll,”

Wow Bill mit Ernesiine
The “Hill™ Emnestne refers o s of course, TRl Brodies—Emmer basket-
brall s former thisee-perm Sevanor froen Mew Jersey and now 8 candi
dite for Presidert of the United Smres

Belome they met, Emestine wis warkang for o MNew- o ars-film com
oy thae weaned the Mewe York Kichs s o neeview et ad Spus
lovver Mamarme Moode. *Someone sald. *He B i your building, soyou



Ernasrini, Bl aret Tharews SAnnie Brslay at BiFs Beoribe vacatian ipns~ihe jaryey o

e i i, she mecalls with o laghe 5o | sad. "Well Ok aathou
thanlony: [t was omby in eetmspect, when | saw how be meared bis mail
rhar | reaimed Bl wonkd heve mever opened a leter i§Dae red o conmet
b that wan, He was in the midddle of his i i mreer niel hits i was

priliec gy ey ke Hosor

Bill never did meerview Meore, bar the sefi-spolen haslethall sar
lenew he'd met bis fuoere wide 56l insed of .|-J.:.'|!_l Emrwstine direct
fior & dlare, he supgeaed thisy meet o addisionn] “business" mestings

"IME ond [ are peally proper pecple,” Etwsting sn. "We loew this
vt & business meenng and we had o hive another professaomal miedt-
iy o w befine be would wsk me oup

This vear the couple celebmae thelr Sibver Anmiversairy and ooe of the
ot unisiml pobical mamaees Washinemon has ever seen. Emestne is
i Ehe peplos Veshingon stmn by any strech al ehe mmaginanon
Drpssed im 8 coeam-cotomed sweanes sefand lomg black shem, withedir a
trooe o masetip, Emestine looks much vourger than her 64 yeas. Her
cheficane feanomes mmd pixe hawrowy ofien heve peaple. incading her bus
band, coenmerming cher she resembles '..nlhj |||,'|+||.|'| “Hull only s
that when hie's belsyg soemantic,” she jiobes. Lonkng ai bes, #t's atso hard
tor believe Emestne is cight yeses oldes than her bushand

Fampakgning ix o Family affair
Srephamie, FEmesine’s oldest deughnes. lives in Berrunbnille with ber
hishand and four children, who et cill thelr sep-grandpa: “Toppa
Bill.” Theresa Anne, the Bodles’ only child togeiher, b= 0 20yearcld
callege stiadent. While caher polinciars mnely ane seen without thede chil-
dren i bow oo the impsign e, the Bradleys preder oo let cheir chilclen
fircd themr awn place, “They hove thfs owa lives,” Emestine ssys
Whett Bridkey wits 0 the Serace and mane i Washingmon, chastr

caiglier lved oy Mew lerseywaih Errestine, whio put sued hir creer js
a professor of Germem and Compmrstive Divaiue @ Moobchir Staie
Unpvemsiy (She kas since mben o leave of absenoe to-devone bers Tull
it 1o the peesldential campaten

Hemewer, wihen Theness Anne wis 10, Ber b sugpeaed she mone
o Wimhingion g0 be could pssume @ sronper parental role. His wile
agived, and commnsed 1o the Capital every weelend 1o bewith her b
ity Bl became the primary carsgiver

Emesane docsn't characoerize hersell o femmist in the smicess temms
Meverhedes, she hos a SR SEnar ol hersell and =n't willing o bend
ber owm belicls o cater o how athers el @ pelitciut’s wile should
betune

*I'm non [a fembrise] inothe sense that | go ot and ghie speeches b
Lam in the sense ol how | lead my life, my relacionship wih Bl snd Tow
we raiser] our child,” she says. 1 think there wes a time' when [policol
ELE fuaad |'||'|'-u'|'||'|'|_| ks, Bun | ehiink thils less ||.|||!_-||_';: i £ BisE P
derndes

Wihaeri Bill wass i e Setabe, thene wene perople who thosght snous
e showld walk sound weaning wiie ghwes, Moew a lot ol people 6
Washingitin hmee spoieses who himve jobs. 18's no langer the case thar
there's a specific male wives hmee to play "

Ermestine says it's premaiuie o oucine what kind of plarforms she
would address in the White Howse. One thing i cenain thaugh i
beer Bl becomes Presicent, she'll be the counirys fiss foreipn-bom
st lachy

Heart in the Garden Stale
Ermesrine Misslebeck was bam o war-mom Passae, Germany. Her
fnrhier was a World W L air force pilot, Although she insisss be ws

sy S s E



I BE! E=adlay bacame: Presidens, Ermestine will be the copntry’s frs
foraign-boen Firse Lady

nt a member of the Nao pamy, she hes suppled with the
German people's compliance dunng the Heloomst Ske wioe
schabirly books ke The Language of Silenor. shouat how non
Jewish posewar German wricers rehsed o sdmoadedpe thetr
aumimy s arrecibes duig fhe i

In 1957, she mover] 1o the S, as 2 flight aeendant for Pan
hm Airines. Emestine 2ol pecalls her fise sdvenmueos dis in
MHew ors Cley, and poims out she bl @ green cand Long betom:
she et Hill Bradkey

e s =il this pemendons myih about Amenca and the
oppoTTim e thar exist bere,” she s

I warned 10 come heme

Fwziatiai 4 T Ty thie T wesis B

this was the counsmy thai held ot 1he greamn. | was very el

| haid the |r_||||||'|||I|I| 10 it e il sLai;
Thisse chirys, Emestme s scdopted home of Mew Jemsey s wihem
beer bemr 15 She poad Bl aoe

2 ) G RS i Yol
g, ol Emestine admits she misses the sim
i in the Garden St “[ill came here in 196]
moared | came in 1971 oo weach moibe St
Unhwerity of Mew York gt Story Broode on Long [=Sard. goowe've
been here awhile,” she sy wahy her shehn acomi

e somie e we thought MNew Jersey was the bess-hem
spcret. Most non-Jerseyans see the Fomyike 'I'-".. think
that's it We hove ahways feln very comilormable here. Belore we
museed 1o Meniclais we lved ous on Bosie B0 m Dermlle
which iz b il wirh I bedoes We felr like vee were lhveng ina
resat il veesir o

wile Chary carn
Pk plesanes of
i poote Prince

Ernestine deals with cancer
The couple fme miowed  Momclar in 1993, when Emesoine
wass bt with the sheching deigiosis that she had breasi caneer
Im & sbary fodd by millions of women, she felra b
She had it resmed, leamed 11 wes
a masgectorne. Bl moved closer oo the lospn
was admitied, while lnends cllered o and ELIpT

Recemity, as hemomary chaperson, she was on hand in
Hacwersach [or the opening of Mew' lemsey's it chapier ol
Gilda's Club Mamed aher comedian Gilda Radne:s who died al
searian carker m V989, the cub atlers o haven for cancer vic
s and hem milies. Emescine savs she [ell AT CrnoE iy

i the davs [olionng her dizmipsis and redied on her baishand's
serergeh 10 belp pudl her therowgh the lilealyering openence
“When | underwent the cheinothenapy, | didn's think mach
[ it went thoouggh it almost on gusomaic,” she sns
“Aleroamd, | mlked e a kot of e ik who haad canoer amd sim-
il expenerces. It made me oo my slues and whar's



importans in -y life. [ chershed human relagons more. ™

Before, Emestine says, she sook it for geanted that she hiad
Trierds anud colleagues. “We'd ger akng, bur it was never a big
l;h’,"lh!il}!.

Afier, Emiesrine adds, she siamed 1o see how peecious. such
tirmies waere. “Belore | was diagnosed, my neighbors were Rendly,
but that wis iz,” she says. *Then, they cane oot and peally were
sipipoive "
tioms than promoes breas: cancer awareness and work owands a
e, e savs she would e oo help indermamed women who
muy be ghle i cbimn & disgnoss but Fuve difficulty paying for

The reluctant role model savs she ts willing s spoak our shaus
her o batle Becauee she bnows how J88iculi i s oe ochers. =1
wamed 11 10 be okay for people who have had cancer o mlk
abxnis i, she =ays;

Drawing lines on privale and public issees

£'s & view she and her hushand share. In Bor, she and the 18-
VAT Senane velemn agree on s isues privately sne polid-
cally, Ipchuding & beliel thar the present campaign should be
run on issues like tx reform, Health case and gan comirol
Ty alsir agree that in is Vice Presdent Al Gome, nist movie star
Warren Reairy, who stands beowesn them and che Democnicic
nioeminaion. “1 think Warren Beatry will be so fnr o the Sefi that
s one will ke himn semously,” she says dismissively

The Bradleys have been described as reserved and guanded
abour chelr pavaee Inves. Bur chese days, when every past and
present detail of a candidste’s life & served up for public con-
sumption, it seems odd that they hine chosen w o for the
maast serutimized jobin America.

O course vou hmve concems,” Emesone savs of the road

shead. “Bud Bill huis been in public ble B 3 mafor part of lis
Tifiz; wher | met him he was in public e, ['ve bearmed through
him that you can keep your privacy even though yoa'ne p pab-
lic perscn.
A Ernestite b Jearmed by experience how o manage 3
dehonte balance berween the e “When Bill was playving bas-
kethall,” she mecalls, “there was this one moidens when we
wene having o momante dinmer n New Yoek. 8 man came up
s iz and he was 3 linde drunle. He sred o talk o B, and
Bill gwve him an awogmph and be soll didn’s go mway, By chat
time, | elt secure enough in our selasiceship cha §could apen
imy mouth. | ssid o the man, Tm o sorry, bat can't you see
we e huning o peivate cofnersation?’ And he sraned yelling,
“Whie do vor think you are? Do you think you are 100 good o
malk w poople?

“That was the ot lesaan | needed—ind rhar was 15 vears
g0, In privane you are prvare and in public you ane pablic.”

Ermestine abso never tabes o oo Twean if the press crinazes the
muan she loves. “Again, Bll's baskethall civeer helped me d lo”
be explbns with a smile. “1 have seen him praised aned
cheered one night in The Garden and then the nest move be
mikes they oo ham, You kam io walk the méiddle mad und
wot 1y oo high when they cheer and doa’t drop oo low when
they boa

She beuphs, and adds, "1 don'y think the press has been too
negative. They just say they don't ithink Bl hes o chance ™

While most agree that its likely b be an uphill bade Tor the
Bradleys o reach the Whice House, o Bradley-for-President
banner that kung oueside of a New Hampshie restaimnn
when he campaigned there mey sy it best It nead: "He bes
made the bopg shor before.”

And Emestine was there w cheer him on. ®



