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Lifestyles Of Today's Black Woman
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vanessa
ONE SOULFUL LADY Wl ]llam S

By Lisa Degnon

anessa Wilkams is an actniss whosa glar (s definitely skyrocketing. She recently eamead ar #

third MAACF Image &ward nomination for ber molé as spiribed "Maxine” on Showstima's

Soui Food - the highest raled show on that ceble natwork. On TV, she firsl came 10
tama as tha first jand anly) African American lead on Melose Plce, From hare, sha land-
&l & abéd &3 tha embitious "D, Grace Carr”™ on Chicago Aose. Bayond har emiall-sorean
successes, Willlams bas also mairiainad & rathar happerang film canrssr, appaanng
 auch mavies aE Candy Mar, DR.COP Sauan and SNaw Jeow Cimy. This year sha ll
pe seen @ ihe romantic comeady, Pusts, which focusas on four friends... &l gey
man, The talanfad and beautiiul aciress plays e urEuspecting getmand of
one of the male characlers who discovers thel e has a preference kar man
Maw add ko the mix, the onginal songs and pogiry sha 2 wrilng lor har
dehut album, snd i becomes obwicus why Vanassa Williams & one of
ihe most sought aftar young telants in the busingss

With such a busy carsar, ona mighi thnk Bat Willams simphy
wialdn't have ime 1o be e hee characier - 1he heart anag
soid of & lEmily. Mot tnie, =ays the 32-awr-old actress.
Family ie auarything fo mé and | Mink this ehaw helps

e sty connecled to thet part of myse

‘Williarms is marriad (0 manager producar Angra
Wemen and is the mofher of a Touryear-
oid son, Omar. Family has always
besn an imgortant part of e
e, mainly bacause she
came closaio losing i
Biarn ard raised
Maw York Cily,
Williens' yaung
like wias thirawn
iPtes el
wiheen, 81 tha
age of ten
har aingts-
molhar
diad ot
Cancar.



L the cast of
soul food

-
Yarmes=a and her fhrae brotharrs want fo Hee will Thaie mater- t
nal grandmother. "IU's hard to explain”, she says wilh igans n
Péir gapdd, “wou can hoepl, bat yau can nover Quse recaoyer Ina \l
lot of waya | am aill chose o thal 10-waar okd girt. You reear \.
completaly fesl grounded. | can’t just call up my mam whan ]
OUGT I wand [0 anc Mat = nesal aasy. | 1k | PO &re an
aduit, you Know poople wno kv digd and while 1'8 navei
By 10 e @ parent al amy age, 15 @asiar 0 undersand
Bul &= & &, viui can'l feplly lafhom whai's going on
Whan my mom tret wank inka e hoslal, | rememibes
Irenking howw tun i wold be wesiling her thede | miss
hear &5 much

Buinmg 1ha Baaeor, Williars & parboulary iouchend
by chertshed memories “kWy mother desd in March
and tha lass Chngimas bedore Thal, shie wae in he

haspilss,” she mmombes. | haes writtan 8 siony

aboul how estraardinary my grandmathar was. My
e was 50 A Ty grandmother sai all of
us dioeen and explaned Fal Sanla pusl wasn'l
going to come k0 our housa that year. 3o
wal werl bo bed that night kind of s&d
The ril moermng | 1o my brother
FOU N, BB Qo arvd chsck sy,
MaTre b cama atier ', And whan ves
went imo e IMing mom, Thede wara
woyys far all of us. Somehows, my grand

nalhar maEnadged 1o pull Christmas ot
af m hat far all of us Irs & very apecial
ey for ma. We fook our gifte aeern

b3 Iha hospitad o show tham oy
ram. We set up a lidle tran for har
mere | vk abaul beroa ot Bus ime of

year.

Mow 1hat she, teg, is @ moihe
Wiilliarrs is busy making holiday  mem
ofies Tor har own child. | am a koliday
PErERoN, MEr 2 Aar sure.” ahe s5yE with a
lacigh, “1 gRlways Mrow 8 by Kwanzas
party. The lasi one was in my nsmy

Black Elegance *
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nousa in Log Ar (e &nd | had & g
trag in the Moyse — which of courea | dis-
carded eoalogicath®

Iy BOM WAS N Juch joy”, she cor
Wi decoratad iha free jogether A
was realy craabve and tun, 1 18t him put
it i therd b hiked, 50 wie'd sirin
Legos and Mot Wheel ©
tediditul bulbs | go
al Bloomias las] year

that | fimally have ssbars|
ner casimales. BecAUSS Sdan
0 bs away o
will oftan
gocasions. A

1eir O Mamilias, sy
For Specip
=d wagan for ter

i Black Elegance

liams B crealive v
] by The [Ehie
make bafliec
e ]t =ar
wegars, 5o fi'ar
Ak Bul ¥iliams s
& holhdegs, B's wary hand o
¥ good gdish of macarani and
‘ha 5o chaesa 5N T EwWays aE
15 (b read ghing and somatimes 01

Mlaxiig is

an the show
by haurdreds af ¢
a0 CONMEcT wil

| think peonle wees hiingry for @ shioes

like this,” says Vanossa, wha & also &
i n for Tha March of Dimes
armplax depiction af my
ed ol | hot of Africar
saason, era Wwas

B

least | did't. | fhowghd that was whal
wihisa p

nink kel 5 whal' s stiractng an audience
Eial & DBt Just AInGER S

Whan | saw ShirJoy Luck Chib, it made
ma replize how smmilar | was in many
n. Thea lesad and e
alhes may be dfEnant, bl the sirig
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s afe e gama. | think Thal @& wial =
giiracting people of all rtacas 19 our
sham

Wisan poaople rmoognize me on e
slresl, thay are leling me thal the ahow
5 making them conmacl moe with hoer
own familes. They arg gefling an the
phone and CENG BB O SERRrS 5 et
much more can you ask than hat™

With lans gaining & nanéwed appaliie or
closa fripnds and fEamily. you couldnt
poasibly ask I micea I prainds like Sow
Food & hilling tha spod

Black Elegance



