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IT WAS A WEDDING WHIRLWIND TIMES THREE FOR i Ria 15
CRAIG AND ALYSSA LANGE, wHO FINALLY sAID W

“I DO” AFTER TWO COVID-INDUCED POSTPONEMENTS. |/ i
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love is like the wind |«
Craig and Alyssa Lange, | "//
holding her bouquet ;
from Saratoga’s The
Posie Peddler, outside /
The Lodge at Saratoga bl N
Casino Hotel, where they = s
got married in October. > b
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“1Do!”

2022

here was
amomentin time when Alyssa and Craig
Lange thought their big dream wedding
filled with 180 of their friends and family
might never actually happen.

“We got engaged in July of 2019 and
had set a wedding date of September
26, 2020,” says Syracuse native Craig
of what we all now know turned out to
be a dicey wedding date. The couple
had met in New York City, but had their
hearts set on tying knot in, and moving
to, Saratoga, the bride’'s hometown.
It was the timing that threatened that
dream from coming true.

“The day we moved out of our city
apartment to move up here was the day
the state of emergency was enacted
over the pandemic,” says Alyssa. So they
postponed their wedding date to June of
2021, moved in with Alyssa’s parents, and
waited. And waited some more. As the
date neared, it began to look like COVID
would still be making it impossible to
have a big get-together, even all of those
months later.

“The second time we weren'’t sure if
we would have to cut the guest list or
if people would have to be in masks,
and there were still a lot of regulations,”
Alyssa says. “We wanted it to come to
fruition in the most normal way and we
were thinking of everyone’s safety first.
And we obviously have grandparents
and friends to think about, and you had
to take all that into consideration.”

So they switched their date once again
to October 1, 2021. And as the old adage
goes; the third time was the charm.




Just married Craig and Alyssa
share an intimate moment as they
leave their ceremony; (AT RIGHT,
FROM TOP) Craig’s boutonniere;
Alyssa and Craig’s weddings bands
were from N. Fox Jewelers on
Broadway; the happy couple kick
off their reception at The Lodge at
Saratoga Casino Hotel; (OPPOSITE,
FROM TOP) Alyssa gets a lending
hand from lookalike mother Lynn
McColl; Alyssa and Craig bask in
sunlight at The Lodge.

“When we moved it to October, the
Delta variant had started up and we
thought, ‘Oh no, here we go again!”
Craig says. “That's when we decided it
was happening one way or another—
with all the bells and whistles or without.”

Luckily, things worked out, bells and
all, and the couple got the big day they
always dreamed of. Nearly all their invited
guests were able to come, except one
groomsman who was stuck in Ireland
due to travel restrictions. The couple
added some touching tributes to Craig’s
mom, Martha, who had passed away from
cancer since their original wedding date.
And heaven smiled, as they say, when the
sun came out during the outdoor “l do’s.”

“l tried to hold on to the visions we
had for the day,” says Alyssa, who was
at the time trying to juggle switching
around all of her vendors for the second
and final time. “Looking back now, it
was everything | could have hoped for.
When the day arrived, everything kind
of disappeared. Just walking into that
ceremony and feeling the love was
special on another level.”
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