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BY LISA ARCELLA

Can You Get Paid To Travel?

It may sound ridiculous, but several companies say that you can tum your love
of travel info cold hard cash—and you can globe trot for free while you do so.

illian Hisghes beadds a double Life:

serioe clerk for the Mew Jessey

department of unemployment by

day, globerromer by night. Tucked

pway in her home office, this
grandmocher of four and ber husband of 42
vears are finding a whole new life as pare-
time travel agents.

Lillian and hushand EI.'IJI.ﬂ.i.I:I'I. have :Jw:l.}!.
luvmllq.rh:.tthﬂ:l:du:idu:lmtry:umakrll
it a IJI.I'l.-L'iI:ILC biuisines for hemseld, 1 would
love o 1ell other wounen abour this,” she s,
"I chink irs an excellent thing, especally for
Black women. You can become an independent business
worman—ior yoursell, [ think this i definively possibde 10 do
Fuell-cirmie, aned dhar's whar | am planning on doing i 1 fow yean
wien [ rote.

Alrer dui]l.g some homework, Mrs, Highes decided to
try working with one company in partcular, Glohal Travel
International (GTT). They offered a training program fer
new agents, she wouldn't have to do tickermg and there was
no Jegal liabiliey i anything went wrong with the mip. The
start-up kit cost $495 and some agents for the company
reported making up o 31,600 per month booking trips
though the company.

The Hughes have been working at ir for about six years
by now, and they book five o s trips & year—okten Jor
church Broups st for members of thelr extended Bmily

Salobal will g_iw: ug a lot of the mformacian, Then, i we
ook a |a.:g-|.' m-u-u.gh jErotp, we will et & percentape off an
ot owis trip. Semetimes we will even travel free!” The coo-
ple also peis belty discounts on cruises and space-available
upgrades from airlines: and loels.

*I didn’r fimd i difficule o dearn,” Lillian Huphes con-
fides, “And if you bove i, ifs noc really work.”
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Anather agent, Beverly Duvies of Fosda,
switched from smeer-side to beachfronr accom-
mikarions during a recent mip 1o Trinidad and
Tabago, while lowering her room rate substan-
tially to £35 per night, On a wour through the
huashamd |mﬂ for & dowble mom and BT an
enormois  three-room Vicrorian suite. The
accommadarions were so big dear they invieed
their enrire tour bus ino their suite w wanch
Firevenidss,

“I'm energized by peaple who want 1o go
places,” Diavies says. “I've learned so much
about the countries 've visited and rhe places my cliens
have gone”

Adirane Brown and Debomah Smith, best friends since
they were |y, decided thar they would parmer up and soan
their own travel business. The MNew Yorkers have been in
business part-time for abour a year GT1 provided them
with a Weh sire, which they named Corinthiantravel&glob-
aleraved .com; and they find they are largely booking trips for
church groups. "Our mormo is “Travel you can have faith
i, Deborah |.1I||g|'.n.

T|'|r::.' N’."DEDIII}' booked a crutse for 120 prmph: rr,ql.u:{inﬁ
'l.lum.l.gh the Caribbean. "We wanted 1w Iy mrncpla:q: dif-
ferenit, so we r.!il.'l::d a trp thar indudes Mew Ovrleans,”
Adriane explaine. The duo amended a free mavel agens wip
o Mew Chileans before the cruise, given so they could Fmal-
iarize themselves with the area,

"W have been '-wrll'..irl;q an this p.l.rl-l:i.rll: niﬂhn and
'-l-':‘t"i-!l.‘l'ldi.h L L E] L'.lcl:n'.-rah- who, like .|"'u.'||:llr.||:. b no 10cen-
tion of quitring her fall-time job, = THhis is a kot of work, bus
were really enjoying ir, Ir’s a chance w ke charge and be
in conrsl and earn money while you're doing in”

Michae! Gross, president of GTT, formed the company
with his college roommare and now has 35,000 independ-
ent mravel apenis. Although he earms over $100 million in
travel sales every year, he & quick to point out thar chis is
mint @ get-rich-gaick plan, We like o think of curselves a5
the Aven Lady of travel—only instead of selling lipstck,
we're selling travel, which is a lot more fun,” CEQY Gross
rells BE. “People can build a small bustness in their spare
rime or when they are retired and there are discounts and
;’h:’:l'lL\ thar are rrJ.":l.' T i
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