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THE CHALLENGES
AND THE REWARDS

[ course, everyone who
walks down the alsle hopes
thieir union will be o happs
o basting ope. [y some
senses, an interfith marriage de
peiumds @ little mwore atfontaon and un
disrstanding to nsake It & success. Beidal
friwarfe hins mken o ook st some of the
sl cofmimon questions asked By dn-
terfaith couples and addressed them toe
three religious eaders Robdd Hise A
Rosenberg, Father Peter Mechan and
Heverend John Wade Payne are the @
thors of the recently relopsed Sl
Tateraarricd (MacMillan Books),
which detiils ways in which to form a
Joyomes Jewish-Christinn marriags. Here
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ire Lhelr cmnyenls o0 yOur most o
mamly nskoed questions
Qi Dho yoid really Believe thal two religions can exsist heppily
i one home? Don't some elements of flth become compro-
mised when your partner in lifo doeso’t share your beliefs?
Reverend Payne: Many [nterfalith couples atiest that they
Hae guile hapipily, seen inoome home! 1 see no reason why any
elements of an individuals faith should be comprovmised be-
cause one pariner doesnl share ones beiiels, heep in mim
that Judidsm and Christianity have moach in common, Where
there nre differences {and they are sinificant), iF esch pe-
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spects the commitments of the other, any peroeivied prob
boms can b worked out, Linving another inddebtunl imgplies
that one acoepd, respecl and agpprecinde those triclitions Chk
help make the partner the wonderful person be or she =
Rabbi Rosenberg: In moest cases, peaple whose gttachmdan
to o particular religions fith doeminates thisir personality
ared way of 1ife should naot intermarry, This, owever, is noe
irise of most eontemporary Jews and Christians,

Q: How ean the trichitions of both faiths be eorporited
inder the wedding ceremaony 5o thid the ceremony Becomes
something more. than a compromise and truly meaningful
i both partners?

Father Mechan: An increasing number of interreligions
coaples are chonsing W hove an “ecu-
mienbeal”™ wedding coremony | in whicls
a ralslsd partbehstes along witls i priest
or minister. Thest ceremonices in mosd
instances are very inspiringg. basth for
it birilal conigals and foe e aesembbod
wrdding guests. Thes onable the couple
o b Dlssed b both the Jewdsh and
Christian traditions, and demonstruds
the mutua] respect Ut badh mmikies
hawe for epch other and for the back-
groumds Frian whish they comee.

Q: What specinl arrangrments does an
irsdivviclind Biave oy muake when they want
to marry someone ouiside of their ne
lighan®

Rabld Rosenberg: T Catlaelie Chioreh
s spueciand reguine mmenis oullinesd in oor
book. Some raldds and Prodestant min-
isters may impose their own requine-
s, il i Lhe case of maldis T soost
irksomer task is to find one whio |5 sym-
pathetice

Reverend Payne: [t depends on the re-
ligbous: affiliation of the hdkbvidual, 1
wach case, the indivaduil shoubd consalt with an informed
and sympathetie member of the ebergy of his or hor tracdition,
Within both Judaism and Chrisfinnily are groups both open
and chesed to interfaith marringe, Sometimes individuaks ms
consult beyvond their own particular Chrest o denominatbon
or branch of Judaism to lockte support for their morringe,
Father Meshan: Catholie ceremanios af which a rabbi or
minister hos been invited oo participate usaally do not take
plave in the coniext of o Muptisl Mass. Some localities, in
Cluting the Archadlocese of New York, do not permit a Suptial
Ma=s Tor an inbecf@ith morciage. The maorringe ceremony will
b cemmplete in fself. The timing and other details of the
wiedding should pet smne consklorstlon Sundasy mornings
are aually diflical times e priesis, sipee they hive olber
chuties with their copgregations. Fees {or the use of the church
or lemple are determined acoording o particelar loeal o
tomm. Among Catholics, however, there §8 one invarialde ek
The best man showdd have something in his pocket for ghe
falthiul aliar bovs wh assist the priest. Clurehes olten et
up reginlations hased on experience. Forinstanese, the throwe
kg of rhee after a coremony may seem nbee, bt on charch
stepe it s adionge roaes and @5 the couse of skyrocketing lahility
proemijoms,

Q: Are there likkely to be unlgque problems relating o in-laws
for an inferfaith conple?

Father Mechan: Every marringe includes -l padjose-
menis. Interfnlth marringe adiuestmenis are just different-—
not e

Many interfaith cou-
ples attest that
they live happily.
There's no reason
why elements of an
individual's faith
should be compro-

mised because part-

ners don't share the
same beliefs.

Qr How do you suggest an interfailh couple celebrmte mli
IElokta Bodidnys as o Guomily?

Reverend Payne! Together! Each faith contains mony culk
tural traditions which can be chorished by Christians ancd
Jews together. The Christinn celebrating the Seder Fensd at
Passover or the Jew exechanging gifts siround the tree and
LR TS U hristnsas dinmer are hoth wrelehrmtingg tse bowe of Gaod
and the love of other persons, which (s the et of most
relyzions fests,

G How can an interfuith coupbe decide Ly wisa faith o roise
their children® 1s that an importan isase o mise before fhe
couple marries?

Rabbl Rosenberg: || & an issue that should be discuased
before marriage, But an irrevocahle de.
il idises nol hayve to bee oyl ae (hint
Limie

Fnther Meehan: That the interfoith
couple decide (o raise their chibdnen in
a traditen i= the pdvice of our book.
How they decile depends on the ele
mienks they bring (o th process.
Reverend Payne: 1 is nearly ingpossi-
bl i pdse chilldeen b two traditions.
It k5 coatfiesing and Mrustradinge and sim-
phy takes toe ovieh lme, This dess ol
Impdy that the child should met be ex
posed to wnd celebirnte the teacdit s o
thie other parent. This can only enrich
hiks aF bier owvn I aned bring the family
clisaer togieLher U eourss, thie chilld may
change lils or here mined in the matoring
[rrocess, et ignore @ religlous tra-
dition s w betray an imgoriont gif
invery child showlkd receye,

0 Wil abowal thes redigions copemomies
off Nifer — worl'e it b confustog: for aochild
Bk b R geiasedd Lo d Terend Cerenmnies
ol different redigions? D v bl
thit @ coiple ks to make o chades ahoot which ceremanies
b eelebirate, ke hogatisins of ar-amitevials for eximple!
KEabbi Rosenberg: We advorwte that childeen go through the
life-ayeke eremonies of ome partleulie relighsn, Usmigeh in
same civers we see nothing wrong with celebrating the rites
of bodh religlons at birth.

Qe D womr cver adwise o couple dgainst an interfnich mar-
rkage? Why?

Reverend Payne: Yes, but not ofton, probably becagse in-
terfaith couples thst shoukld nol miceey asaidly do oot con
tinue to dste one another long enoagh to (@il in love Persons
who fieel the peed to convert thar othaer to thedr fth aned dielr
traditions are Flaking tension [n U marriigie. Most interfaith
codigeless have strong, muutoally supportios maeriages,
Father Meehan: In our book, we have ¥ accentuated the
positive,” buibifing on the fact tal in leaday's world, thene is
more thot uniies Jews and Chrisibins than divides them
Monetheless, wee hove to wdmit that some peogle will e
counter proddems within an interreligious marriage. In fet,
thiere are same people whio shoakbd never sven contemgliis
An Ilul'rt'l.'tlﬁil.'lllh' mrrigee, becaese their cutlonk is sach
thnt thay cun find happiness onky with someone whose belief
system aml religious praciices nre the spme as theirs,
Rabbi Rosenberg: [F vou think vou might Gl ingo one of
the cwtegories we disouss in the book (o fondamentalist
Christian or nn orthodox Jew, for exomple), we urge you Lo
ottt o competent counselor belore getting ton deoply in-
wirlved |n an Inerreligions relationship, b
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