A YEAR AGO,
PARACHUTIST
DIANA PLUMMETED
1,250 FT TO EARTH
— AND LIVED. BUT
THAT WAS JUST THE
START OF HER
INCREDIELE STORY

[ANA MITCHELL plunged 1,250

fost from an sirplans and lived—

but that's Ewhnbu the least
amazing thing about this pretty and
plucky miracte woman,

After 14 harrowling months of sur
gery, unbearshle pain and agonizi
physical therapy, the tiny 19-year-ol
iz rebmilding her shatitered body with
o display of guts and conrage that eon-
timaes to astonnd doctors and awe her
frlends.

Jhul incredible g8 it seams, har un-
rt]untu:: batile to beat the odds
iz warking. Disne, who still has
BavEn ds of metal
and embedded in har slen-
dier frame, smiles ag she tells
hnwabunrr.h of young guys start-

hullurﬁ:lig. *You're 5 1
& 10!" &5 she lounged re-
the pool in & leapard-
prlnt Bikini

*I don't think so0," she said as
ghe showed off her sears and re-
called the incredible story that
begnn & year ago last Jine when
she was living oot her dream as
i paratrooper at 1.5, Ajr-
borne School gt Fort Benning,
Ga. It waz pradusition day, she
told STAR, and her proud moth-
er, stepfather and little sister
were watching as disaster
struck when her parachute re-
fused to open.

Steving calm, she remem-

her training and
on the reserve cord—only to feel her
heart stand still as the chute wrapped
itself uselessly around her body

This is the end, she tho s the
groand rushed up te meet her at 120
miles per hour

“1 don't understand why 1 sur-
vived,” the pelile bloode sald gt her
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EEyE, “Bo you
can saa the
metal through
my skin.”

I;Zﬁ];_n T:Ilatﬁ;ua. FInEI *1 remem-
ing re angry because my
family was there and they were going
to have to sea me dis"

Hut somehow she did survive—and
soon diseoverad that the terror of her
fall was just the start of her ordeal,

She hit the ground so hard. @mer-

Viracle surviver's liack in action
thanks to'tons of courage - and
7 1S of metallic plates, holts
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mom doctors were stunned to
dizgcover that she was four inches
shorter than the height listed in her
medien] records. Surgeons managed
to give her beck twa inches with & 13-
hour operation—biut the olher reme-
diss were not so guick.

"Iz bsen over a year now and this
has affected every ares of my life, phys-
jcally and socially People look at you
and they don't know what to say," s&y
Diiana, who longs for the dey when she
i palt ey her erctehes for gocd.

“T weigh only Bl pounds, 56 when
you look at my back, you can ses the
metnl th my ekin The pain is
warse when it ralns, then I feel ita lot

“T heve g full medicine eabinet and
T've had Lo chunge 1oy diet 1 used to
plg aut all the time

*The doctors say that maybe, one
dey, they can take out the plates. I
hope thiey']l]l be able to beeangs Fight
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now they'ra poioted al my wlerus and
I'm ungeble to carry a baby

"Befors [ went into the Army, [ said
that | was never going to have kids,
never going to . But now that 1
can't, [ gort of want It

“Talzo have to decide what [ want o
do all over agnin. I retired on May 1
from the Army Th.EI'. wias sad. [ loved
being in the Army.”

Diians pdmits there have bean & fow
times when she has drifted into depres-
glon pnd wondered if sudden e.&th
might not have besn batier than the and-
less paln, But always, when things were
waorst, har family lept her strong

“Sometimes, even pow, | an’ijt just
igm't worlh the pein, bt 1
them snd | knew 1 have to go on.

"T used to be petrified of death, but
now I'm not afrald. | know everyvone
has to die end. whun_lﬂrldmnm:uu. it
will ba OE" @y ARCELLA




