Home Media Room

e Looks good

With today's amazing home media
systems, the only place you'll
want to be on Saturday night is
close to your remote contral,

Iy Lisc Arcefla

W

guality, The technolopy is =0 sood

ith mday's echnolog, |t's possible o
CTeane An

moam ab the howse thar dvals the best

muctio-visual setup 6 any
movie theater in soumd and picrune
-"I. r..

people are instaliing shetr own med verser sears

and & popcom machin

“Teople wan to enpenam themsehes at the much
of & buirmon,” =ays Kamel Yesin, president ol Soimd
Ciryin Derwille. A grear sournd system, something
with Dholby Digeal Sarround, foe msince, sounds
fim

than whar vesl

thmee kids ang 11

COEIE &0 .I|'| e CAECD T

hey oo o the m
mayhe you'd mrher enjos
|| i L e S T ]
1C0TE

People oo sy TN
WM A ST SVSIEM I .I.I-\.

Torry Tisenie, cmagier

.
W Legacy Audio Show-

mam i oo Th

iLise of automated soreens, video projectorn
cleind and sound can be lifes and TV Hfts can selve hers media
room desipn protlams, siy Electranics
;HIE'I Groadt techsicang

0 pood thax

o W Vol 'Fi

WIICHIAE A WOVE  lLEr
trmagedidon. vou Teel the ssrerside dhaking the

Feels like you're part of the picture

Tne chiel benebs of moss home spsems s o B sleome wak realistic
SN TTaE ets v Ieel oS i voul e P of e 8 mor o he screen. The
CRIETTL CHN T O 000 DA 50 CIHEE, © !. o LAIE oD we ]y

[
N
-
- T

e

ds great
o feels

i

Taday's Fome meda syseems. offer & big plonoes and snfic syvtem that sounds
better than what you find in many theseery, ipa Soond City'y Kamel Yaszin

e, youl cian openite the sysiem, s Mike Gulow o Acoustech

IE A sysiemn B peoperly designed, the opemoon st d be sammler
TN CLEmlE O VoLt home computer,” sms Fanklin Ka B, presiosit ol
Harwey Elecronics in Lyndburst. “We can dessgn o sysiem o v
one cam use without kawing @ marage sik remoe o I sihile
i [ 1E-DU O o rEton IR YoLar i T

Karp supgests homeowners corsult with elecinomics expers |

ihe T  medhia room, “They w

al planring a home th

with an architect or designer snd help onmnize the necessany win

Fday, the biass i homte electmonics eguipment is o (Hiph

deliminen Eedson), [WDs icligital versank discs) smd digieal YOR:

Ivideo-cassente reoorders!. HOTV = said oo be the funare of TV becavise
|5 IMERES e U BO éngrit imes shurper than smndard monimes. The oaly

Mmich &0 [Ar s Mar i Consumher mus have a TV et -..||*:'."|' L PeCEving
iclcsier Today, there s -

IV, HEQ and Descoven,

Non IMafes 5efl 5y e S

e HDTY bpoadcasting. notably By Direct

T T ExpeTs Emect ALY acvessstiiey wall exmeam

Ll
0}

[T T LR



Browdcasters will po throogh & imrsicon unel at lease 2006, sme
L Tip i'-r"l_'_|_'|- [shiba’s clirecsor ol product peanTIng lor Tk sl Hioime
sadio. *The ey element s & wide-screen TV with an inbelioable pie
mre, You'll see the

[he= poul 52 pacrure that locss as m ich Eke Rdm s sl !

heatrs om @ foochadl plaver's arm a8 e thaods a §

Harvey Electmomes h.::]‘:- wvs vou can seill by a great analeg TV i@

the sevle thinr le presemith’ pre ler, Baki ¥ you hene your eye

L peop

w1 @ lone-term investmens. HOTV Is the Irchase o make i':l:'.'l
- ‘ i
de iAot "'.l'.l'l 1Y B WHene cverval 15 [Boing hi A% ki Tne

wive o The [ifine

Hl.r'h:r peopde use cartom cabifimisy b anilode veir hig-pecrire, big-soand
media spstems, s Hamimer & Pails Baroon Lidsky.
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Quick access to favorite scenes

[VDs store high-qualiry diginl picrures and sound on an ewsp-io-stoee
CDsized dise that has quickdy becorne state-aFthe-art for any home dhe-
aeer sysem. Individual DVDs cost abour 520 each and don't have 1o be
rewound. You can quickdy find a scene you like 10 8 movie just as you
can insundy find your fvarie song on a €O, A DVD player is the best
wany' to entjoy home theater ™ Karp says. “The quality is B superior to that
ol videotape.”

DVD playess are now mvaiishle m 4 brosd spectrum of prices, sy
Giulow, who recommends Toshiba models on the lower scale and CAL
on the higher price scale. *We mix tsp our companents by merit, irsead
of by price,” he says. “We sit down with our clients and see whoe really
works with their Besndes and intenests.”

Thee third element that's integral o army home theser serup s the dig-
ital VORI is sometimes known as a Tivia, or a replay TV, and you will
be hearing more abour i, Timone sys. “it's & VCR withowm tape,” he
expling. 4 phone line 15 atmched 10 the machine o &t cm conhect o
a service, It can socess a TV guide directly and record up to 20 hours of
programiming, The amasing thing is dhat you program it onfy once and
it can pecord an entire season of o show meomarncally,®

Acostech offictals pecommend somerhing called Requess TV which
is-sterilar 1o a TiVo unit and offered without a monthly service et

Selecting a home media system
How do you plan & home media sypsem for the grest room of den you're
new building onmo your house? There are many issues to consider when
deciding which setup is rghr for your family

What are your specifie needs? Are the the audio elements mone
impartint thari the visual sspects? Will vou be using the room 1o watch
TV and filims, o will playing music be the main activiny? How will the
morm be designed arnd whio will inseall the medin system?

Prices fluctuae wildly: Simple systems may cost ondy a few thousard
dollars. Fully equipped [oninsy moms oost as much o8 $200,000.
Harvey Blecrronics estimares thar the average coat ol a home theater 15
£10,000. Sound Ciry says it typical customer spends $30,000 w
£50,000.

“The joal of home theater s © repeoduce the ambiance of a theaser
in the home,” Eggers says. “Display. source {or content) and sudio ane
the three elements that make up home thearer”

Industry expers say a contemporsry home thearer sysiem should
include the [llowing componenis: 27-nch TV, Dolby Pro-Logic neceive
er; hil-i VCIR lefi-, nghi- and cenerfrone speakers, o sumound-sound
speakers and independent sub-wooler; and DVD player

“The rear speakers are there W provide ambiance and special
effects such as when you hear a helicoprer landing in an action Blm,”
Egeens explans. “The lefi- and righr-front speakers enable you wm
serse motion on 4 screen. The center-front speaker is cruciol because
it creates 60 percent of whar you hear—dinlogue, for example—
while the woofer adds comph "

You alse need an AV receiver, or swiicher, 1o decode mlormation
from the speakers. You can buy it as an all-in-one system or devise
separate amips for cach speaker And speaking of spenkers, size
counts. “You'll slways get o deeper sound with a larger speaker,”
Thone sy,



Installing a home media system
Finding and choosing the right prmection tedevd-
son, DV, speakers and other componenis may
seemn overwhelming Many people nem o experts.
for help. In some cases, finding the nght person for
in Inssallmion is mome mmpermnt than cheosing
topralthe-line coqupment

Even when you imvest in expensive equiprnent, U
it doesri't maximize sight and sound. yoer maney
will not be well spenc. Ger 8 home: electronics
designer mvohed it your home thesmer project,
especially il you're nstalling o system inm a newly
buils home. The choice, location and nsllanon of
wiring i vital.

Crats o design o reom con vary,  Harvey
Electrondes doesn't change design fees, while athers
change as much as 55,000 for complicated wiring
and consuhing fees.

“ft's immpomant w0 find a THX Level 2-cemified deal-

Dream home-theater system

What compaonents make up the wlimue
home-theiter system? We asked medin-sys-
tern installer Lee Richman of Nu Sound
Concepls, who estimated a tot] budger of
just under $100.000 for the equipment and
labor to insull a stave-of-the-art theater in a
typical 10-by-12-loot den.,

“Costs will add up, bur a mained profes-
stomal can find a grear system within your
budget,” he says. Here's his wish list

Media Estimated
Equipmaent Cowt
Zenizh 1200 HD-ready projector TV § 14,000
Faroucip line quadrupler ar scaler 14,000
Srewsrt Llomate 4wy Soreeswall
. Electm 100:nch musk 3,400
Lestican sound processor MC-1 6,000
Tashitha DV player and progressive
scan 8100 smmem 1300
Triad poid seres THX speakes with
e oo verseer B0
Phisgs Tivi digizal recording device 000
RCA high-defimtion satellive receiver £000
Cresmron remaoie comimal syssenm 3000
Denon DEM 5000 O player with
I0-CD carmidpe )
Franasaric REHD 1000 VCR L.O00
Sunfire pmplifiers 5,000
Cabling 30
Labor 13,000

Total Cost: § 56,400
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