
Ingredients:

by Chef Malika Ameen
ByMDesserts, Chicago

1 ¾ cups unbleached all-purpose flour
1 cup yellow finely ground cornmeal
1 teaspoon baking soda
¾ teaspoon coarse salt
2 sticks organic unsalted butter,
at room temperature

1 ¼ cups Wholesome Sweeteners Fairtrade1 ¼ cups Wholesome Sweeteners Fairtrade
Organic Sugar
1 heaping Tbs. finely grated orange zest
1 heaping Tbs. finely chopped fresh rosemary
2 large cage free eggs
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
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Four years ago, when traveling 
software sales executive Shawn 
Seipler was relaxing in his  
hotel room during yet another 
business trip, he began to  

ponder the fate of his half-used hotel- 
provided soap and shampoo. “I started  
wondering about what would happen to 
them after my stay,” he says. “That was the 
spark.” He began calling hotels and found 
that most of them were simply throwing the 
products out—in fact, in North America 
alone, the hospitality industry discards about 
one million bars of soap every day. Seipler 
did some research and found surprisingly 
simple methods of sterilizing and recycling 
used bars of soap, and thus, the idea for 
Clean the World was born. 

Today, the Orlando-based nonprofit  
collects half-empty shampoo bottles and 
partially used bars of soap from over 2,000 
hotels in the U.S. and Europe, and then 
reprocesses them to distribute to 70 de-
veloping countries, like Haiti, Guatemala, 
and Honduras. They also distribute hygiene 
kits to U.S. homeless shelters, Seipler says, 
and the group has now sent over 14 million 
bars of soap to needy kids here and around 
the world.  

Clean the World recipients are educated 
on the importance of hygienic practices, since 
many are affected by disease that is prevent-
able by hand washing, like acute respiratory 
infection and diarrhoeal disease, two of the 
leading causes of death in kids under 5.

Even though Clean the World collects a 
small fee from the participating hotels—50 
to 80 cents per room, per month—many in 

the hospitality industry have embraced the 
program. “With millions of people passing 
through our doors each year, we know that 
hotels are responsible for much waste. Through 
our partnership with Clean the World, we 
know that valuable soaps, shampoos, and 
other body care items are not thrown out, 
but put to good use in helping others,” says 
Hervé Houdré, regional director of operations 
and general manager of the InterContinental 
New York Barclay hotel. “This program is 
an efficient model for recycling for good.”

While collecting for Clean the World 
requires a little extra sorting when rooms 
are cleaned, the program also seems to have 
been embraced by housekeeping staffers—
many of whom come from the countries that 
Clean the World is helping. The organization 
provided 1 million bars of soap to Haiti 
during the cholera outbreak in 2011, and for 
Haitian native and current InterContinental 
housekeeper Marlene Charles, that’s exactly 
why she’s happy to participate. “It is easy 
to give when you have, and the little that 
we give means so much to others,” she says. 
“Everyone benefits.”  

That’s music to Seipler’s ears. The best way 
individuals can help, he says, is to find out 
if a hotel you are staying in is a Clean the 
World partner (They have a list of partners 
on their website). “If it’s not, tell the manager 
about us. We just had a hotel e-mail us to 
get more information—this was prompted 
by a guest. So that was one person, one time, 
who made a difference.”

To find out how you can help, along with 
a list of participating hotels worldwide, go 
to cleantheworld.org.  l 

saving lives  
with soap
How one organization is changing the world,  
one bar of soap at a time  by Lisa Arcella


